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Happy New Year “ 
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Case Study: Clostridial Diseases  

In my first few weeks working at Shepton Vets, I 

was called out to one of our smallholders to see a 10 

month old goat. Her owners had noticed her     

scouring two days previously and she was now found 

that morning collapsed and showing neurological 

signs. None of the other animals were showing any 

clinical symptoms.   

  

None of the animals on the holding had been      

vaccinated. Based on the clinical signs of the goat I 

decided to admit her to our hospital for emergency 

intensive treatment. Unfortunately, due to the      

severity of her condition, treatment was              

unsuccessful. After her condition worsened a clinical 

decision was made to euthanize her on welfare 

grounds.  

Post-mortem  examination confirmed our suspicions 

and she was diagnosed with enterotoxaemia caused 

by Clostridia perfringens.   

 

How do animals get clostridial disease? 
 

Clostridial organisms are present in large numbers in 

the soil, on vegetation and in dust. They remain in 

the environment for a long time. The animals can 

obtain these organisms via ingestion or through    

entry into wounds. 

 

Is it treatable? 
 

It is very difficult to treat clostridial organisms and 

treatment often proves ineffective. If clostridial    

disease is suspected the animal must receive        

immediate veterinary attention. Prevention of the 

disease is much better. 

Is it preventable? 
 

Clostridial diseases can be prevented by vaccinating 

animals. There are various vaccines out there that 

cover different species of clostridia. 

 Further information can be obtained from the     

veterinary surgery.   

 

What clinical signs are associated with the   

disease?  
 

There are various clinical signs associated with    

clostridial disease, most variants result in mortalities; 

further information can be obtained from the        

veterinary surgery. 

  

     

    Chloe Hankinson 

With Christmas done and a 
brand new year ahead why is it 
al l  talk becomes about          
resolutions, and what we’re     
going to change? I’ll be honest I 
don’t hear too many farmers 
saying they’re going to join the 
gym this year or eat less       
chocolate; not many discuss 
their plans for holidays in the 
coming year either! 
 

Most farmers I talk to are      
pragmatic individuals who focus 
on the day to day business of 
taking care of their stock. That’s 
not to say they don’t know how 
to have a good time and relax – 

as I have experienced on more 
than one fortunate occasion, 
and I know many enjoy the   
opportunity to get away with 
family or friends.  
 

So what do you want to see in 
the year ahead? For Shepton 
vets we very much want to   
continue the work we do with 
our great and varied clientele. 
We aim to do this by continuing 
to provide great service, offering 
competitively priced medicines 
and coming up with new ways to 
help your stock stay healthy and 
productive. Our new Bacty    
service to help you determine 

whether you treat a cow with 
mastitis or not, is one example. 
Our Youngstock service which 
we have a number of clients 
now using is another. Also at 
this time of year, we can provide 
tailored advice on disease     
prevention and vaccination of 
stock to protect your herd. 
 

Whether it’s less chocolate, the 
treadmill, or simply honest hard 
work, we’d like to wish you all a 
happy and prosperous 2018. 
 
          Oliver Tilling 

Shepton Veterinary Group Ltd 

Allyn Saxon Drive 

Shepton Mallet 

Somerset  

BA4 5QH 
 

Tel: 01749 341 761 

Email: large.animal@sheptonvets.com 

www.sheptonvets.com  

 

 

 

 

Office opening hours 

Monday – Friday: 8am—5.30pm  

 

Emergency Service 

We provide a 24 hour emergency service.  

If you need assistance out of our normal working 

hours, please telephone 

01749 341 761  

 

 

Directors Focus 

 

If you would like to receive your farm account and this           
newsletter by email please advise the farm office.  

Finalists for our Farm of the Year  

  



Your Herd Health Plan should be 
reviewed annually, and with this a 
Herd Health Plan review should 
take place in consultation with 
your routine vet.  

These need to be presented at an 
18 month Red Tractor Farm    
Assurance inspection. New    
guidelines now state that 2 Herd 

Health Plan Reviews must be 
seen at this inspection to clearly 
demonstrate they are taking place 
every 12 months.  

Ensure your health plan is up to 
date, and if in doubt contact the 
practice and we can let you know 
when your next review is due. 

Team Shepton: Chloe Hankinson 

Farmer Focus: Difficult Calvings 

 I graduated from Bristol in July 2017 and have been at the practice 

for 3 months. In my spare time I enjoy various sporting activities. 

My main sport, which I have continued from university, is rowing, 

this means I spend a lot of time in the gym lifting heavy things and 

cardio training. This helps me with the physical role of being a farm 

vet. When not training I enjoy playing the guitar, drawing and     

experimenting with cooking. When I visit home in the midlands I 

spend a lot of time with my 2 retired police dogs, going on long 

walks and finding new things to keep them entertained. 

On the odd occasion animals may need some       

veterinary assistance at calving time. Back in         

November I had a difficult calving day with 3 cows 

requiring my assistance for some very different     

reasons. 

I was initially called out to see a cow with a uterine 

prolapse requiring some assistance from the vet. 

Time is of the essence in these cases as the longer 

the uterus is out the more swollen it gets (making it 

difficult to correct) and the bigger the risk of damage 

and infection to the animal. Because of the quick    

actions of the farmer to call me out I was able to    

resolve this prolapse with not too much difficulty. 

My second call was to dairy cow; that had been 

treated earlier in the week for milk fever. She was 

due to calf that day and after a clinical examination, I 

concluded that she had uterine inertia (low calcium 

preventing the uterus from contracting and          

preventing the birth). Upon correction of this it was 

apparent that the inertia was caused by a torsion and         

malpresentation.  

Once this was corrected we were able to calve the 

cow. Again early detection of this meant that we 

could intervene as soon as possible. 

I was later called out to a breached calf, by the time 

of my arrival, the cow was very swollen internally 

and the calf was dead. Due to the animal being 

young and otherwise healthy a decision was made to 

go ahead with the caesarean. After this procedure 

post-operative care was essential. The farm in     

question was very diligent with the care of this     

animal, keeping her stress free, ensuring she was 

eating  sufficiently and keeping her out of the       

parlour to   protect the wound. Although there wasn’t 

a great prognosis, the care provided to this animal 

meant that she survived.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Each of these cases represented the importance of 

good farmer care and observations. The early actions 

of the farmer meant that we could act ASAP and give 

each animal the best  outcome possible.  

 

                     Chloe Hankinson 

As we all look to make positive 

changes in 2018, have you thought 

about what changes you can make 

on farm? 

This might be reducing your         

ant ib iot ic use,  focus ing on 

youngstock health or disease control. 

Talk to your routine vet about how 

we can help you reach your goals.  
 

Our bite sized ‘’lunch and learn’’      

sessions provide practical solutions 

that can be implemented on your 

farm.  

Farms that attend our ‘Effective    

Management of Medicines on Farm’    

session, on 21st Feb, will get a per-

sonalized analysis on their medicine 

use and  how  strategies for good 

health can be implemented on farm. 

Book your place today. 

“ 

” 

 Dairy Show 

  

Lambing Workshop 
17th January 2018 

 

Effective Management of   
Medicines on Farm  

21st February   
 

Brexit Meeting 
With Old Mill & NFU 

21st February 
 

Calf Health  
Effective Colostrum 

Management 
25th April 

 

DIY AI Course 
6th – 9th March 

January Vaccine Orders   

Order your herd vaccines by the 31st January and you can spread the 

cost over 3 months! 
 

We are now taking orders for : 

BVD / Spirovac / IBR Live & Inactive / Huskvac 
 

Don’t forget if you pay by Direct Debit, you can get a 5% discount off 

all medicines and vaccines.  
 

Speak to Jo in the pharmacy to discuss your requirements. 

Events  & Tra in ing 

Ca lendar   

 

Resolutions for 2018? 

Herd Health Plans  

Pre-ordered medicines can be       

collected every Wednesday from  

Frome Cattle Market. 

Collections from the market are free 

for clients that order by 5pm  - on 

Tuesday. 

Please note that we cannot dispense 

items at the market and only       

pre-ordered medicines are available. 

Medicine Collections 
from Frome Market  

The weather this winter has been 
very interchangeable, from very 
cold icy days to very warm and 
wet conditions, and this has      
created the perfect recipe for 
pneumonia causing organisms 
across all types of livestock. 
While some animals will show 
obvious respiratory signs such as 
increased breathing, coughing or 
nasal discharge, some clinical 

signs may be less obvious and 
may just    manifest as a dull and 
depressed animal. The animal 
may also be off feed.  
Early treatment of  pneumonia is 
important to minimise the impact 
to your  livestock.  
Vaccination against pneumonia is 
highly recommended to reduce 
the risks of disease.  

Winter  2017/18 – A Bad Year For Pneumonia 


